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To guarantee choice locations and stable fees,
snowbirds are increasingly purchasing
their own RV sites

TEXT BY JEFF CRIDER

*
J OCCO AND JUNE SANTILLI LOVE to

spend the winters in Florida in their

36-foot Newmar Mountaineer fifth-

wheel. What they don't like, howev-

_-\_ er, is competing with other snow-

birds for premium RV sites. “The

L'on'lpetition," Gﬁ-year-old Rocco Santilli said, “is rea.ll}-‘
getting fierce.”

The reasons are two-fold. For starters, there are more
snowbirds than ever before. Record numbers of baby
boomers have purchased RVs in recent years. Canadian
snowbirds are also flocking to Florida in greater
numbers, thanks to a strengthening Canadian dollar.

But while the number of Florida-bound RVers is on
the rise, Florida’s supply of RV sites is falling, as grow-
ing numbers of campground and RV-park owners sell
their properties to developers who are paying top dollar
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to convert their land into hotels, condominiums and
shopping malls.

In 2005 alone, 20 Florida campgrounds were sold to
developers who planned to convert these properties to
other uses, said Bob Little, a board member of the Flori-
da Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds (Florida
ARVC), and owner of the 400-site Vacation Inn Resort
in West Palm Beach. “Some campgrounds are resisting
the urge to sell,” he said, “but most of them are being of-
fered such fantastic prices, they can’t deny it.”

And in the process, he said, literally thousands of RV
sites are disappearing from some of Florida’s most
sought-after locations from Key West northward to Jack-
sonville and Tallahassee. In Palm Beach County alone,
he said, five RV parks were sold during the past two
years, taking more than 1,000 RV sites off the market.

So what's a snowbird to do?
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